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HE MERCATOR having: all. along 

firitly tied himfelf up to the Subje& of the 
French Commerce, has avoided all perfonal 

Contention, fending and proving with Men 
or Parties; and tho’ infinite Provocations have been 
given, and fufficient Advantages alfo, yet keeping clofe 
to the firft Refolution, to enter into mo Paper-War 
with thefe People, all their vile Language and ill Names, 
their fingling ‘out particular Perfons, giving the lye, 
calling Mifcreant, Villain, and much more of that 
kind, has been return’d with Silence, or at Jeaft a bare 
Complaint of the Ufelefliefs and Indecency of fuch.a 
Practice. 

But things are come now to that highth of Injuftice 
and Fury, as to make attacks upon Reputation, charge 
particular Perfons with Criminal things, hy Name fum- 
mon-a Man’s Misfortunes, and beat a Drum to call his 
Creditors together upon him; and all this in order to 
Anfwer what they fancy, tho’ falfly, that he has Written, 
not being able to Anfwer it any other way. 

In this Cafe the MERCATOR could not deny his 
Fuend to give them another BACKSTROKE, tho’ Jit 
be a Cafe.too much Perfonal to agree with the reft of 
thefe Papers, and he believes the Iniurious Treatment 
of the Perfon is fuch, that all Men,who have a juft ab- 
horrence for declared perfonal Malice and avowed Slan- 


der, will pardon the digreflion of the following, being. 


a Poftfcript to the lait Letter from my good Friend 
BACKSTOKF. 


Pojt{cript to a Letter to the Mercator. 

STR, 

‘ I Am obliged to ask your Leave to take up one of 
¢“ your Papers in Defence of a Perfon inhumanely 
‘Treated on my Account : and tho’ the Perfon isa 

¢ Stranger to me, and ever was fo tillon this Occafion, 
© yet ashe is firft Charged with what 1 have wrote, as 

‘he has been before with what you have written; I can- 

“not bur fpeak a word or two to the fcurrilous People 

© who oppofe you on this Account. 

‘My Friend Harry Martin, who Imuft fill call fo, 
¢ for Reafons I fhall name to you prefently, having been 
‘ grievoufly pinch d at what Ihave written about his 
© Old Scheme, is fallen into a dreadful fit of Pafflion ; 
‘and, by way of Anfwer to my Argument, has be- 
¢ flowed two whole Columns of his Libel in a fcandalous 
‘ perfonal Reflection upon one,no more concerned in 
© what | have written, than the Man inthe Moon. 

‘From the beginning of the Oppofition made by 
‘this Party of Men to the Treaty of Commerce, they 
‘have with rudenefs and beaftly Language, fometimes 
‘fallen on one, fometimes on another, not knowing 
“ where to fix their Rage. 

‘My Friend Havy Martin in particular, has made 
‘this Method of il] Language the principal part of his 
‘ Argument, and by far the moft forcible of al] that he 
‘ has faidagainft the Treaty of Commerce with France ; 
“It feems it is a way peculiar to the Club,who oe 
‘him. This perfonal Reflection he has pointed all along 
‘at one Perfon by Name, as Author of the ME R- 
‘CATOR, but always concealing his own Name, as 
‘he knew he had good Reafon to do from the World. 

‘Who is Author of the MERCATOR is none 
© of my Bofinefs, and indeed I think it is none of his, 
‘ butas he pleafes for that; for my part, as I know his 


‘Character will add no more _praife to the Oppofers, 


than he thinks other Mens Names will do to the 
“MERCATOR, I thought i was but jut, Men 


© Men fhould know, who abufed them, as who ferv’d 
‘them. I believe no ‘Man will fee Reafon to be afhamed 
* now or hereafter, for what hé may have had a Hand 
‘in the MFRCATOR. let Hariy Marin take the 
‘ fame Care. . 

© Yet I had never mentioned the Name of Me, Mar- 
‘tin, knowing that perfonal Refle&tion adds no weight 
© to an Argument, had not this Man in the moft furri- 
“Jous manner, contrary to all Humanity and Chriftia- 
‘ nity, as well as good Manners, treated one Mr. D’ Foe, 
‘(a Name well enough known) in almoft all his Parers, 
‘as if in his whole Difcourfe he had no Body to fpeak 
“to, or that no Body fpoke inthe MERCATOR 
‘but Mr. D’ Foe, which I can affure him is as grofs a 
‘Falthood as can be told, always excepting bis OLD 


. SC H. EME a, 


‘ Thave indeed taken the fame manner with himwhich 
* he ufes with that Gentleman, only with this difference, 
* that I have Reflected on him but for Three Things; 
* all which T have good Aurhority for, viz. (1.) Writing 
* by the Dictates of others,what he himfelf knows he is 
‘nota fudge of; and this ] have trom his own Mouth, 
‘in one of his Papers. (2.) His Untair and Hlegal Prac- 
‘ tices in the Eleétion of Parliament-Men in the Borough 
‘of Southwark; and his flying from Parliament-juftice 
‘for the fame; and thefe 1 have good Authority for, 
‘ from the Votes of the Houfe. 

‘ Now to Retaliate upon me, my Friend Mr. Martin 
‘ falls upon Mr. D’ Foc, Reproaching him with his pst- 
‘ vate Mistortunes of many Years ftanding ; an Ungen- 
‘tlemanly, Unchriftian and Unmanly part: He makes 
‘this help out for an Anfwer to my Letter, which 1 
© affiure him,that Gentleman has no Concern in. Now 
‘ how can F but call Mr. Martin my Friend ; and why 
 fhould he refene ic? Can there be a greater a&t of 
‘ Friendfhip,than to lay my Errors, if there are fuch, 
‘at another Man’s Door ? I think he is very much my 
© Friend in it, and I muft accordingly own it. 

‘ Now there happens this only difference between my 
© Reflections on Mr. Martin, and Mr. Margin’s on Mr. 
‘D’ Foe, (viz.) That what 1 have faid of him is all 
‘ Truth, and what he has faid or fuggefted of Mr. D’Foe, 
‘is moftof it a horrid abominab'e LYE, as] am in- 
‘ form'd, and have reafon to believe. 

* Now tho it is true, this Difpute does not relate to 
© the Cafe in Hand, yet when Mr. Martin, in his Anfwer 
‘to this Paper, atracks any Perfon in his Reputation, 
“and in his private Concerns, and with a Villainous 
‘ Defign to involve him in farther Misfortunes, and 
‘ bring other Troubles of like kind upow him, the Rea- 
‘ ders of this Paper will, 1 hope, allow me to fay fome- 
€ thing in his behalf, 


‘ When I faw this Paper, I made it my Bofinefs, with 
‘a Friend or two, for Witnefs of Fae, to find out and 
‘ fpeak with the Perfon it related to, whom I never hid 
€ occafion to know before, and fhewed him the Paper. 

‘I was furprized to find him receive it without the 
€ Jeaft Concern; he told me, he would place it all to 
‘the Account of the General ‘Injury he fuffers for 
‘ other Mens Writings; and began to Talk very calmly 
“of the Neceflity every one was under, in. this World, 
‘of going thro’ Evil Report and Good Reporte; and, 
‘ fmiling upon me with the greateft Calmnefs imagina- 
‘ble, told me, he had a fecret Witnefs within himfelf, 
> which teftified, that chefe Men did him Wrong ; and 
‘that being to him a full Satisfaction, he hegg’d of 
‘me, that not a word might ke faid to ir, for it was, 
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“to ufe his own Words, Une Bagatelle, a mecr Trifie,what 
Opinion Men had of him, and thar he had learnt co 
§ pray for them,that de|pightfully ufed him. 

Fiswetets after long Importunity, we prevailed upon 
p : + 
‘him to give usa bare Relation of the Facts, which Mr. 
€Martin has fo fcurriloufly reprefented to his Difadvan- 
© tagé, and which he did, as follows : 
‘ He fays it is true, that above Twenty One Years 
‘age, being ruined by the Difafters of the firft War, he 
“had the Misfortune to have aCommiffion of Bankrupt 
‘taken out againft him by an angry Creditor, but imme- 
“diately fuperfeded, on the Petition of his other Credi- 
“tors, and of that Creditor aifo who took it out; he 
‘having offered fuch Conditions to them all as fatisfied 
“them, then, that they would have their whole Debts 
‘paid them: The particulars of all which he referred us 
“for to. Mr. Perkins, an Attorney of unqueftioned Re- 
‘ putajgon, to Confirm,who was employed by the faid 
‘ Creditors to fuperfede the faid Commiftion. 
* That his Creditors having thus given him time to 
* pay them, and that on his own fingle Bond, he applied 


‘himfelf, with an unwearied Diligence, to fuch Bufinefs, 


“as Providence directed him to, and as he Gained any 
‘thing in the World, faithfully employed it to pay and 
* fatisty his Creditors, as far and as faft as it would go; 
‘but finding his Debts very heavy, and fome Creditors 
“impatient; he paid fuch,as were willing to Compound 
“by Compofition. 

‘ “Then he pulled out a Writing, and fhewed it us ; 
‘ wherein feveral of his Creditors had acknowledged under 
“their Hands, that whereas they had received the Com- 
* pofition agreed on, and had actually, fully, acquitted 
“and difcharged him, yet that on their falling into low 
* Circumftances themfelves, he, Mr. D’Foe, had Volunta- 
€rily, and from his own meer Principle of Honefty, paid 
‘them the full remainder of their Debts, after he was fo 
© Difcharged, and this to very confiderable Sums. 

He told us, that when he did this he was in rifing 
“Circumftances, by reafon of the favour of his late 
“Maiefty King WILLIAM, who he always mentioned 
‘with the greateft Tendernefs and Regard imaginable ; 
“and that he did not then queftion,but he thould have done 
* the like by all the reft. | 
© But that falling afterward into publick Trouble, on 
* Account of the Book called The fhortc/t Way, he was 
a fecond time ruined, in behalf of a Caufe,which | 
“need not mention, and, as he fays, thefe Men ought net 
“to mention. And in this Affair he Convinced us, that 
“his Lofs was above 3520 |. Sterling. 

Being thus ciftbled, le fought by reviving the old 
‘ fuperfeded Commiflion, aud which for this Canfe he men- 
* tioned to us, to obtain a Difcharge by Vertue of rhe A& 
“of Parliament. What Nir. Martin means by faying he 
“was advifed with for taking out a Commiffion, he 
‘knows not, that being never Mr. D'Foe’s Cafe; and 
“why Mr. Martin fhould fay he would not have fign’d 
“his Certificate tho’ his Surrender had been ever fo exact 
* and upright, this no body, but Mr. Martin, can explain, 
“the A& of Parliament obliging the Commiflioners to 
*do it. 
© He fays the Commiffion was revived about 8 Years 
“ago, and he made a full and faithful Difcovery of all 
the Eftate and Effeéts that he had in the World, offering 
“to furrender them according to the Act of Parliament ; 
©but having fome Oppofition made at firft, and being 
‘ obliged to go out of England for fome time, he deferr d 
‘asking for any Certificate at that time, defigning to go 
‘through with it at his Return; but, that being abfenr 
‘near a Year and half, and the next Parliament adding a 
¢ Claufe to the A&, (viz.) That no Debtor thould be de- 
élivered notwithitanding his Surrender, unlefs 4 Fifth- 
¢ parts in Number and Value of his Creditors Signed; he 
‘thereupon defifted to feek a Certificate at all; fo that 
¢ Mr, Martin's faying the Commuffioners refufed him their 
¢ Certificate, is a forged LYE either of Mr. Martin’s or 
¢his Informer; let them take it among them. 







Farther, Mr. f>¥ oe fays, That as he wanted not Ene.” 
‘mies in thofe Days as well as nowy a malicious ¢), a 
P : ! ; ?1aq}. 
derer, juft as Mr. Martin does now, falily reported lia 
‘he had given in a deficient Account bpon Oath, roe 
was fled trom the Commiflioners to clear himfr. 
; whereof Mr. D’Foe fays, that at his Return he publiih 4 
.an Advertifement in his Review, Vol. 4. N : 
Notice, that whereas fuch a thing had been reporte; 
_he was now returned, and ready to anfwer it at Law. 
_and promifed a Reward of 20 Pounds to any,rhat would 
come in and prove any Deficiency in his Oath and A. 
_ count; as by the faid printed Advertifement, he fay, 
_may ftill appear. 2 
_ the next Slander Mr. Martin raifes of Mr. D’Boe jg") 
, That being taken up ona Judge’s Warrant for isch 
_he paid the Money the next Day ; and upon this he - 
fuggefts, with an unheard-of matchlefs Impudence, 
_ J+ That Mr. D’Foe thould have that Money by hin 
_ when he made his Surrender ; and asks, why he did nor 
deliver it up? Not confidering that the two Circum- 
{tances were above feven Years afunder. 
us That he fhould receive this ae 1. for Writing the 
_MERCAT OR; not enquiring ywhether that Warrant 
_ Was not Executed before any fuch Paper as the AZER- 
CATOR was in being. 
. . 10 this Charge Mr. D'Foe fays, That it is true,he had 
the Difafter to have fuch a Warrant executed upon him, 
_and for fuch a Sum; but, that Mr. Martin’s Informer 
has LYED almoft in every part of it; for that, fir/t of 
(al, the Payment was not the next Day, nor till after 
_ eleven Days Confinement: (2:) That inftead of paying 
15001. the Creditor accepted 150]. and of that but 25 
_in Money: And (3.) That this was fome Months be- 
fore the MERCATOR was ever thought of. For 
the Truth of all which, Mr. D’Foe referr’d us to the 
Attorney employ’d againft him, who was Mr. Evans in 
; leetftreet, who, he fays he believes,is a Man of fo much 
_ Jufticeyas not to deny the Particulars, 
_. As to Harry Martin's fcandalous Charge of receiving 
Moncy for the MERCATOR, Mr. D’Foe bad me 
_ challenge him to purge himfelf of his own Pay fo« his 
Writings, as Mr. D’Foe does of being paid for Writing 
the MERC ATOR; and then he folemnly proteited 
_to usall, with an Offer to make Oath,if we defired ir, 
_ That he never received, or any one for him, or on his 
_Account, or by his Knowledge, Order, or Confent, the 
Value of one arthing, or any Sum of Money, Confi- 
deration, Gratuity, Penfion, Reward, or any manner 
‘of Payment whatfoever, for or by reafon of, or relating 
‘to, or on Account of his Writing the MERCATOR, 
“or any part thereof, in his Life. 
* Thus much I affirm from his own Mouth, and I muit 
‘acknowledge I believe him, and think till fomething to 
‘the contrary of any part of this is proved, he ought to 
‘be believed. 
* My Friend Martin, after this, asks feveral fcurri!ous 
*Queftions on the Suggeftions of what is charged, as 
‘above, on Mr. D'Foe ; I cannot now repeat them; but 
“Tl ask him one gentle Queftion, atter asking him Par- 
“don for the Freedom, and it is this; 


~ Zivin : 


‘ 


Conjin Harry, Uf it be true,that what you have thus 
printed of Mr. D Foe is falfé, are nor you a 





. nin & 

; 
* If Coufin Harry demands Sarisfa8tion, Vl] promife to 
‘attend his Summons, if he wil) not ferve me,as ] am 
‘intormed one of his Party ferv’d Mr. D'Foe lately, (viz. 
*Challeng’d him to Fight, and when he was fairly at- 
‘tended at the place, brought two Ruffians to Affifiinate 
‘him under pretence of being Bailiffs to Arreft him; 
‘and my Reafon,why I make this Condition,is, becaufe | 
* tear,l thould not deal with rhem all fo well,as that Gen- 
‘tleman did, who bravely cleared himtelf of them ai!, 
“and two of them will wear the Remembrance of it 16 
* the Grave or the Gallows. 
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